
Literature for a Lifetime Discussion Leader Contact Information 
 

Name & Address     Series List 

              

Marsha Bansavage     Impossible Missions & Expeditions; House  

23 Binney Road     Divided; The Reader, The Writer and The  

Old Lyme, CT 06371     Detective; Once Banned, Now Classic; 

860-434-5393       Range of Realism 

Cell Phone: 860-961-2025     

One Sessions: Eat, Pray, Love; The Soloist;  

Email: antiques23@comcast.net   Empire Falls; A Streetcar Named Desire; 

Love Letters; Blithe Spirit; The Saffron Kitchen 

              

Patricia Barkman     Mystery Novel as a Reflection of its Time; 

49 Taunton Lake Road    Once Banned, Now Classic; The Reader, 

the 

Newtown, CT 06470-1413    Writer and the Detective; Coming Home:  

203-426-8949      Contemporary Prize-Winning Novels;  

email: Lakesidegallery@charter.net     A Reader’s Feast; Literature & Catastrophic  

       Events 

              

Michael Bielawa     Baseball and the American Vision; At Bat:  

7 Park Road      Biographies of Baseball Greats; 

Woodbury, CT 06798 

203-263-3734 

email: mbielawa@hotmail.com 

 

Bridgeport Public Library 

925 Broad Street 

Bridgeport, CT 06604 

203-576-7413 

email: mbielawa@bridgeportpubliclibrary.org  

              

Rev. Steven Blackburn    Islam in America, Everyday Life in the  

P. O. Box 546      Muslim Middle East, Reading Lolita in  

Pleasant Valley, CT 06063    Tehran 

860-379-7300  

 

Hartford Seminary     One Sessions: Istanbul 

Ref. & Learning Resources Librarian 

77 Sherman Street 

Hartford, CT 06105-2260 

860-509-9500 – FAX 860-509-9509 

email: sblackburn@hartsem.edu           

mailto:Lakesidegallery@charter.net
mailto:mbielawa@bridgeportpubliclibrary.org
mailto:sblackburn@hartsem.edu


Lynn Z. Bloom     Families: Endurance in the Midst of Change; 

70 Southworth Drive     Home: Contemporary Prize-Winning 

Novels 

Ashford, CT 06278-1563    New Series: What is This Thing Called 

*860-487-0224     Love?; Terrorism & Takeovers 

        

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 

215 Glenbrook Road, Unit 4025   One-Session: Girl With a Pearl Earring 

Storrs, CT 06268-4025      The Reader 

860-486-3167 – FAX 860-486-1530 

email: lynn.bloom@uconn.edu  

*please try home phone first 

Jim Brogan      Once Banned, Now Classic; Coming Home: 

164 Alden Avenue     Contemporary Prize-Winning Novels 

New Haven, CT 06515 

email: jameswbrogan@sbcglobal.net 

 

Gateway Community College 

60 Sargent Drive 

New Haven, CT 06511 

203-285-2155 

email: jbrogan@gwcc.commnet.edu  

              

Christopher Brown     A Reader’s Feast;  

257 Warner Road 

North Haven, CT 06473    One Sessions: Words & Music; The Search  

cell phone 915-7159     for Meaning; Eat, Pray, Love; The Teacher  

email: brownestone74@hotmail.com  Man 

 

D. C. Moore School 

82 Elliot Street 

East Haven, CT 06512 

              

Catherine Capuano     Elected by the People; Louise Shaffer  

80 Bateswood Road     Novels;  

Waterbury, CT 06706 

Email: cjcapuano@aol.com     One Sessions: Rhett Butler’s People 

              

James Coleman     Baseball and the American Vision; 

1 Arlington Heights     Impossible Missions & Expeditions 

Norwich, CT 06360 

*860-889-4297  

email: colemanja@att.net    One Session: The Piano Tuner 

 

Retired  

*Preferred contact method 

              

mailto:lynn.bloom@uconn.edu
mailto:jbrogan@gwcc.commnet.edu
mailto:brownestone74@hotmail.com
mailto:cjcapuano@aol.com
mailto:colemanja@att.net


Patricia F. D’Ascoli     Portraits of Suburbia; Murder on the Menu; 

4 Autumn Lane     Once Banned, Now Classic; Women for all  

New Milford, CT 06776    Times; The Landscape of the American  

860-354-8210      Mystery Novels 

Email: pfdasc@yahoo.com      

One Sessions: The Secret Life of Bees; 

       The Handmaid’s Tale; Marley & Me;  

       The Bell 

 

Sara deBeer      Impossible Missions & Expeditions; Good  

51 Randall       Cooks, Great Books; All in the Family 

West Hartford, CT 06110     

Email: sdebeer@comcast.net    One Sessions: The Tender Bar; Poetry of the 

First World War; Girl in Hyacinth Blue; Memory 

Keeper’s Daughter 

 

Edward Dew      Everyday Life in the Muslim Middle East; 

1102 Stillson Road     Between Memory & Desire: The Middle 

Fairfield, CT 06824     East in Troubled Times; (World of Islam) 

203-259-2646  

 

Fairfield University 

Department of Politics 

Fairfield, CT 06824 

203-254-4000 x 2863  Fax: 203-254-4074 

email: edew@mail.fairfield.edu  

              

Kerry Driscoll      A Reader’s Feast;  

     Once Banned, Now Classic; 

 

      One-Session: Bee Season; The Orchid Thief 

Saint Joseph’s College     The Color of Water; The Secret Life of Bees 

English Department     My Sister’s Keeper 

1678 Asylum Avenue 

West Hartford, CT 06117 

860-231-5521  FAX 860-233-5695 

email: kdriscoll@sjc.edu 

              

Mary K. Bercaw Edwards    Stories: Voyages of Men, Women and the  

9 W. Mystic Avenue     Sea;  

Mystic, CT 06355        

860-536-4628 *call this number first 

email: maryk.bercawedwards@mysticseaport.org 

 

Mystic Seaport Museum 

Greenmanville Avenue 

Mystic, CT 06355 

860-572-5302 x 4027 – FAX 860-572-5329 

              

mailto:pfdasc@yahoo.com
mailto:sdebeer@comcast.net
mailto:edew@mail.fairfield.edu
mailto:kdriscoll@sjc.edu
mailto:maryk.bercawedwards@mysticseaport.org


Suzanne Eisner     One-Session: The Great Gatsby; Growing 

312 Oliver Road     Up Latino; Dress Your Family in Corduroy 

New Haven, CT 06515    and Denim 

Phone: 203-387-2631 

email: speisner10@comcast.net 

 

              

Leonard Engel      All Mystery Series 

29 Douglas Drive 

Hamden, CT 06518 

203-288-6939 

 

Quinnipiac College 

English Department 

CLA-1, Room 328 

Hamden, CT 06518 

203-582-8556 – FAX 203-281-8709 

email: Len.Engel@quinnipiac.edu  

 

Lynn Faria      Murder on the Menu; Terrorism &  

709 Murdock Avenue     Takeovers; Food for Thought; Murder on  

Meriden, CT 06450     the Menu: Second Course 

203-235-8969 – FAX 203-235-8969   One Session: Words and Music; Julie & Julia 

email: lfaria568@midstatemedical.org  

              

David Garnes      Four American Poets; American Poets: Part  

4a Jamie Lane      Two 

Manchester, CT 06042    One Session: March, The Piano Tuner;  

860-649-0675      Billy Boyle; Three Cups of Tea 

email: davidgarnes@cox.net 

email: davidgarnes@msn.com 

 

Virginia Hale      Mystery Novel as a Reflection of its Time; 

37 April Drive      The Reader, the Writer, and the Detective; 

E. Windsor, CT 06088    The Landscape of the American Mystery   

860-623-3566    Novel; Range of Realism; Women in  

       Victorian Culture; Marley & Me 

 

University of Hartford   

English Department 

200 Bloomfield Avenue 

West Hartford, CT 06117 

860-768-4315 

email: chaucer1340@aol.com 

              

Rich Hanley      World War II: On the Battlefield and at 

Home; 

869 Orange Street, Apt. 10E    *Home Front: Connecticut During World 

War II 

New Haven, CT 06511    *Video-produced, written and directed by 

203-629-8778      Rich Hanley 

email: rhanley@snet.net 

mailto:speisner10@comcast.net
mailto:Len.Engel@quinnipiac.edu
mailto:lfaria568@midstatemedical.org
mailto:davidgarnes@cox.net
mailto:davidgarnes@msn.com
mailto:chaucer1340@aol.com
mailto:rhanley@snet.net


 

Quinnipiac University 

275 Mount Carmel Avenue 

Hamden, CT 06518 

203-582-8439  Fax: 203-582-5310 

email: rich.hanley@quinnipiac.edu 

 

Tom Hazuka      One Session: A Method to March Madness 

54 Lamentation Drive 

Berlin, CT 06037 

860-828-6248 

 

Central CT State University 

English  

317 Willard St. 

New Britain, CT 06050 

860-832-2762 

              

 

Jason Hine      Stories: Voyages of Men, Women and the  

23 Denison Avenue     Sea 

2nd Floor 

Mystic, CT 06355 

Email: jbhine@hotmail.com  

Jason.hine@eastlymeschools.org 

              

James Ieronimo     Back From the Brink: True Tales of  

5 Alexander Drive     Survival 

Meriden, CT 06450     One Session- A Trip to the Beach; Into Thin 

203-237-5938      Air; Home Town 

email: jijr@cox.net  

 

Independent Discussion Leader 

              

Patricia Johnson     Murder on the Menu 

1414 Whitney Avenue B3 

Hamden, CT 06517 

203-248-5023 

 

Wallingford Public Library 

200 North Main Street 

Wallingford, CT 06492 

203-265-6754 – Fax: 203-269-5698 

email: patj3@mindspring.com   

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Beth Levine 

Writer & Author 

203-322-5513 

Email: beth@bethlevine.net 

 

mailto:rich.hanley@quinnipiac.edu
mailto:jbhine@hotmail.com
mailto:Jason.hine@eastlymeschools.org
mailto:jijr@cox.net
mailto:patj3@mindspring.com


Laurie Lisle      Families: Endurance in the Midst of Change; 

P. O. Box 1067     A Reader’s Feast; 

Sharon, CT 06069  
 

Independent Scholar/Author 

P. O. Box 170 

Ardsley-On-Hudson, NY 10503 

860-364-0806 

email: llisle@ix.netcom.com  

              

Diana Loevy      Portraits of Suburbia; A Light Hearted Look 

6 Lost Lodge Lane     at Life 

Westport, CT 06880 

Tel. 203-226-6515 

Email: DBLOEVY@AOL.COM 

Bennett Lovett-Graff      

 

203-387-2683 

Email: publisher@newhavenreview.com 

              

Linda Marchisio      

41 Tudor Hill Road 

South Windsor, CT 06074 

Email: ljclsj@cox.net 

Michael A. McBride     Civil War Scholar 

21 Fairview Avenue 

Wallingford, CT 06492    One Session: For Cause & Comrades 

203-294-9764 

email: inplacerest@snet.net 

              

Robin Osborn      Coming Home: Contemporary Prize- 

36 Grove Hill Road     Winning Novels 

Watertown, CT 06795     *One-Session: 

email: osbornrobin@taftschool.org    Girl With a Pearl Earring 

       Guests of the Sheik (World of Islam) 

The Gunnery 

English Department 

99 Green Hill Road 

Washington, CT 06793 

Email: osbornr@gunnery.org  

              

Marcie J. Patton     “ Between Memory and Desire: The Middle 

309 Courtland Avenue    East in a Troubled Time” 

Bridgeport, CT 06605     “Every Day Life in the Muslim Middle  

       East” 

Fairfield University 

Politics Dept.      One Session: Guests of the Sheik 

1073 North Benson Road 

Fairfield, CT 06824-5195 

203-254-4000 x 2649   

Fax: 203-254-4074 

email: mpatton@mail.fairfield.edu  

mailto:llisle@ix.netcom.com
mailto:inplacerest@snet.net
mailto:osbornrobin@taftschool.org
mailto:osbornr@gunnery.org
mailto:mpatton@mail.fairfield.edu


Burton Peretti      History Series 

39 Elbow Hill Road     Soldiers & Writers; World War II 

Brookfield, CT 06804 

email: bperetti@yahoo.com  
 

Western Connecticut State University 

History Department 

181 White Street 

Danbury, CT 06810 

203-837-8309- Fax: 203-837-8525 

email: bperetti@wcsu.edu  

or bperetti@yahoo.com 

              

Rachel Ranis      Families: Endurance in the Midst of Change 

7 Mulberry Street 

Woodbridge, CT 06525 

203-397-2560 
 

Quinnipiac College 

Sociology Department 

Mt. Carmel Avenue 

Box 225 

Hamden, CT 06518 

203-588-8277  

email: RayLee.Ranis@Quinnipiac.edu  

              

Richard Reynolds     Families: Endurance in the Midst of Change 

107 Hillyndale Road     Poets in Person 

Storrs, CT 06268     A Light Hearted Look at Life 

860-429-0202 

email: rreynolds0202sbcglobal.net 

 

University of Connecticut 

English Department/retired 

 

Faye Ringel 

6 Taylor Drive 

Norwich, CT 06360 

860-887-5497 

fayeringel@hotmail.com 

 

Thomas J. Roberts     The Reader, the Writer, and the Detective 

11-C Anton Road     Once Banned, Now Classic 

Storrs, CT 06268     Baseball and the American Vision 

860-872-1438 

 

FAX 860-486-1530 

email: roberts@uconn.edu   

              

mailto:bperetti@yahoo.com
mailto:bperetti@wcsu.edu
mailto:bperetti@yahoo.com
mailto:RayLee.Ranis@Quinnipiac.edu
mailto:roberts@uconn.edu


Mark Schenker     Families: Endurance in the Midst of Change; 

346 Prospect Avenue     Once Banned, Now Classic; The Reader,  

New Haven, CT 06512    The Writer, and The Detective; Mystery 

203-469-4636      Novel as a Reflection of its Time; Baseball 

Email: mark.schenker@yale.edu    and the American Vision; Impossible  

       Missions & Expeditions; Coming Home;  

       Stories: Voyages of Men, Women & the Sea 

       World War Two; Women in Victorian 

       Culture; Back From the Brink; Soldiers & 

       Writers; Landscape of the American  

       Mystery Novel; Crime & Punishment; 

       Books You Thought You Knew; Four  

       American Poets; Memories of a Catholic Girl; 

       Call it Sleep; Go Tell it on the Mountain; Othello 

              

Carole Shmurak     Connecticut Sisters in Crime; Mystery Alla 

15 Candlewood Lane     Italiana 

Farmington, CT 06032 

860-673-8912 

email: cshmurak@comcast.net 

 

Author 

 

Steven H. Shmurak, Ph.D 

15 Candlewood Lane 

Farmington, CT 06032 

860-673-8912 

Email: SShmurak@comcast.net 

Paul Siff      Deciding Justice 

4 Samuel Street 

Trumbull, CT 06611 

203-261-5130 

email: siffct@charter.net  

 

Sacred Heart University 

History/Political Science Department 

5151 Park Avenue 

Fairfield, CT 06825 

203-371-7743 – FAX 203-371-7731 

email: SiffP@sacredheart.edu  

 

David E. Sloane     Literature 

4 Edgehill Terrace 

Hamden, CT 06517 

203-624-4206 

 

University of New Haven 

English Department 

300 Boston Post Road 

West Haven, CT 06516 

203-777-0667, 932-7371, FAX: 777-0667 

email: dsloane@Newhaven.edu 

mailto:mark.schenker@yale.edu
mailto:cshmurak@comcast.net
mailto:siffct@charter.net
mailto:SiffP@sacredheart.edu
mailto:dsloane@Newhaven.edu


B. J. Smith      Memory Keeper’s Daughter; Mrs. Dalloway  

P. O. Box 208       

Great Barrington, CT 12030    Series: All in the Family; Coming Home 

413-528-3909  

email: bj1smith@verizon.net  

              

Thomas N. Smith     Families: Endurance in the Midst of Change; 

422 Steele Road     Once Banned, Now Classic 

New Hartford, CT 06057 

860-693-2061 

 

Retired – Teach Part time at University of Hartford 

              

Judith Sullivan      Families: Endurance in the Midst of Change; 

6 East Sarah Road-P.O. Box 304   Mystery Novel as a Reflection of its Time; 

Bridgewater, CT 06752-0304    The Reader, the Writer, and the Detective; 

860-355-2488      A Reader’s Feast; Good Cooks, Great  

email: mjfs@sbcglobal.net     Books! The Last Detective 

 

Western CT State University     

English Department 

Berkshire 212  

181 White Street      

Danbury, CT 06810-6845 

203-837-9073 – FAX 203-837-8525 

email: sullivanm@wcsu.edu 

              

Susan Topping      Impossible Missions & Expeditions 

39 Harland Road 

Norwich, CT 06357 

860-892-5331 

email: smtopping@aol.com  

       One Session: The Soloist; Girl in Hyacinth 

Three Rivers Community Technical College  Blue; The Apprentice; The Memory  

7 Mahan Drive      Keeper’s Daughter; Nothing to Declare 

Norwich, CT 06360 

860-892-5763 Fax: 860-383-5271 

email: smtopping@aol.com 

              

Brian Trent, Author     Literature, Historical, Mystery (horror) 

       Science Fiction 

email: brian.trent@gmail.com    

       Marley & Me; My Year of the 

       Meats; Words & Music; Remembering  

       World War II; Work & Life; The Tender Bar; 

       Twilight Series 

              

mailto:bj1smith@verizon.net
mailto:mjfs@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sullivanm@wcsu.edu
mailto:smtopping@aol.com
mailto:brian.trent@gmail.com


Ron Welburn      Poets in Person; Stories: Voyages of Men, 

P. O. Box 420      Women and the Sea 

Hadley, MA 01035 

413-549-4518 

email: rwelburn@english.umass.edu 

 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

English Department 

Amherst, MA 01003 

413-545-5518 - Fax: 413-545-3880 

mailto:rwelburn@english.umass.edu

